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CO-OPERATIVE FUNERALCARE BOWLS THE òWATERLOO HANDICAPó BACK ONTO TV  

The Co-operative Funeralcare has agreed a sponsorship deal to bring the much loved Waterloo Crown Green Bowls 
Tournament back to TV screens across the UK.  
  

Taking place annually at the Blackpool Waterloo 
Hotel Bowling Green, the tournament was last 
televised on BBC TV 26 years ago.  
   

As a result of The Co-operative Funeralcare’s 
sponsorship, this year’s handicap finals will receive 
live uninterrupted TV coverage on free to view 
channel ITV4 from 10am to 5pm on September 15th 
and 16th.  ITV4 will also air a series of highlight 
programmes summarising the day’s events.  
 

A firm part of the UK’s heritage, the Waterloo Crown Green Bowls tournament has been in existence since 1907. 
Crown Green Bowls remains a much loved sporting tradition in communities throughout the UK, watched and played 
by over 150,000 officially registered members of The British Crown Green Bowling Association (BCGBA) across over 
2,540 affiliated clubs.  
 

Speaking of the £50,000 sponsorship deal, John Taylor, Community Engagement Manager for The Co-operative 
Funeralcare, said: “We’ve long supported bowls as a sporting tradition at the heart of thousands of communities across 
the UK. We hope that this new sponsorship will come as a further boost not just to bowling but also to local 
communities by encouraging thousands of viewers to also get directly involved with their local bowls club.”  
 

Mel Evans, BCGBA Commercial Officer, feels this is exactly what the sport needs. Mel said “This is the best news Crown 
Green Bowling has received for many years. We have been in discussion with ITV4 and The Co-operative Funeralcare 
for some time and are delighted the sponsorship is now in place.” Mel added “It’s been 26 years since the sport has been 
on terrestrial television and hopefully this will attract newcomers to Crown Green Bowls.”  
 

Mark Audin, Waterloo Bowls Manager, said “Crown Green Bowls needed television coverage to bring it back into the 
public eye so this is fantastic news.” He added “We now need the Crown Green fraternity to come along and support the 
Waterloo – let’s get a big crowd in the stadium to show the public what a unique atmosphere Crown Green Bowls can 
generate.”  
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Cheshire county star, Tom Vickers, came through a 
long day’s play at Florence Tennis & Bowling Club, 
Stoke-on Trent, to be crowned the 2015 BCGBA 
FLOWFIT Senior Individual Merit champion. 
 

The 26-year-old Wharton Cons player blocked out 
the intense noise from the ‘lively’ Warwick & 
Worcester supporters to beat their own Gareth 
Herbert, 21-17 in the final.  Herbert had beaten 
tournament favourite and two- time winner, Graeme 
Wilson, in an epic quarter- final match, 21-20, and 
was then immediately installed as favourite to lift the 
coveted title. 
 

Herbert started the day at 12/1 while Vickers opened 
at 20/1.  There was little between them in the early 
part of the final but from 11- 9 in favour of Vickers, 
Herbert got onto his favourite mark along the edge of 
the green and went into a 14-11 lead and then 
within four chalks of game at 17- 14, Vickers pulled 
out a wonder bowl to get Herbert off his mark and 
then ran out to victory. 
 

Vickers struggled to an opening 21-17 win against 
Derbyhire’s Richard Gill on the number two green 
but soon started to get into form when he switched to 
the number one green where he dispatched Tonie 
Moxham (Cumbria) 21-11. Back on the number two 
green he ousted Steve Freer (Warwick & Worcester) 
21- 14 to reach the last eight, all played on the 
number one green. 
 

First up was that famous ‘Yorkshireman’, Andy 
Cairns. Vickers eased into the semi- finals 21-8 
where he would play another Andy, this time 
Shropshire’s Andy Moss.  Once again he was 
convincing, reaching the final with a 21- 14 success. 
 

A video of the Senior Individual Merit is now 
available to view by clicking on the above link. 

 

 

SENIOR INDIVIDUAL MERIT  

 

2015 CHAM PION ð TOM VICKERS  

 

 

http://www.globegig.com/crowngreen
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FINAL  
Gareth Herbert (Warwick & Worcester) 17, Tom Vickers (Cheshire) 21  

 
SEMI-FINALS  

Gareth Herbert (Warwick & Worcester) 21, Terry Glover (Merseyside) 17  
Andrew Moss (Shropshire) 14, Tom Vickers (Cheshire) 21 

  
QUARTER-FINALS  

Gareth Herbert (Warwick & Worcester) 21, Graeme Wilson (Yorkshire) 20  
Terry Glover (Merseyside) 21, Karl Simpson (Potteries & District) 10  

Andrew Moss (Shropshire) 21, John Brown (Lancashire) 14  
Andrew Cairns (Yorkshire) 08, Tom Vickers (Cheshire) 21 

 
 

 

Tom Vickers, 2015 BCGBA Senior Individual Merit winner                                                                                                   
with Mike Parsonage (left) from sponsors FLOWFIT and BCGBA President Barry Massey 
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2015 JUNIOR INDIVIDUAL MERIT  

 

With the Senior Individual Merit completed, attention now turns to our junior bowlers who will be competing for the 
BRIGGS EQUIPMENT UK Junior Individual Merit title at Rhos Park Bowling Club. Thirty- two up and coming stars of the 
future, two from each county association, will head into Wales for the honour of becoming the 2015 champion, and 
gaining a place in the prestigious Champion of Champions at the Waterloo Hotel next month. 
 

Two of the fancied runners, Ben Gloag (Greater Manchester) and Josh Mordue (Yorkshire) can meet in the semi- finals.  
In the top half of the draw, Marc Armitage (Yorkshire), one of seven survivors from last season’s finals at Florence 
Tennis & Bowling Club, will be hoping he can better his quarter- finals finish of 2014. 
  

Once again, the competition will be streamed live across the internet (usually from 2pm onwards) by the team at 
Globegigg.  To view, click on the following link www.globegig.com/live-event- room. 
 

THE DRAW  

Harry Tomsett (Cumbria)  v *Luke Boniface (Staffordshire) 

Marc Armitage (Yorkshire)  v Matthew Gill (Lancashire) 

Jordan Jones (Potteries & District) v *Anthony Stachurski (North Midlands) 

Jordan Bradbury (Warwick & Worcester)  v *Bradley Bayliss (Derbyshire) 

Liam Mercer (Greater Manchester)  v Joe Langford (Wales) 

*Stefan Kelly (Isle of Man)  v *Jack Bushell (Cheshire) 

*Ryan Walters (Merseyside) v *Aaron King (Shropshire) 

Scott Galvin (North Lancs & Fylde)  v Adam Blackwell (South Yorkshire) 

Luke Guess (Derbyshire)  v *Ben Stanway (Potteries & District) 

*Billy Thornton (Cumbria)  v *Ben Gloag (Greater Manchester) 

Shannon Kernick (Warwick & Worcester)  v *Callum Jeffery (South Yorkshire) 

Jack Butler (Shropshire)  v Mark Bushell (Cheshire) 

Mathew Knowles-Cooke (North Lancs & Fylde)  v Natty Tonks (North Midlands) 

*Kane Backhouse (Lancashire)  v *Ieuan Pugh (Wales) 

Jordan McDermott (Merseyside)  v Sam Stannard-Duke (Isle of Man) 

*Joshua Mordue (Yorkshire)  v Reece Farr (Staffordshire)  
* Denotes County Merit Winner 

 
Rhos Park Bowling Club is situated adjacent to Colwyn Bay Cricket Club. Click on directions for the local area map. 

http://www.globegig.com/live-event-room
https://www.google.com/url?sa=D&oi=plus&q=https://www.google.com/maps/place/Colwyn%2BBay%2BCricket%2BClub/data%3D!4m2!3m1!1s0x48651ff2c7e9256b:0x9bf1c2090ad31be6?gl%3DUS%26hl%3Den
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2015 ENDSLEIGH                        

SENIOR COUNTY  CHAMPIONSHIP  

WARWICK & WORCESTER will be aiming for a fourth consecutive Endsleigh Senior County Championship title when 
they take on Cheshire in this year’s final on Sunday 6th September.  
 

The defending champions scraped past Shropshire, winners in 2009, with just 6 shots to spare when all twenty- four 
game scores were added up.  Warwick & Worcester won by 18 in their home leg at Ye Olde Knowle with all players 
reaching double figures.  Away from home they didn’t begin well when Rich Goddard got the former winners off to 
flying start with an opening 21-9 card but this was equalled by Jason McLoughlan, who came in as reserve for the 
champions, which saw his side through despite a 12 shot defeat in the away leg. 
 

CHESHIRE won a tough encounter with Wales, denying the Welshmen their first ever final appearance, by 15 shots in 
two close matches.  Like Warwick & Worcester, Cheshire’s home leg was pivotal in their 18 shot victory where Andy 
Hamman’s 21- 8 card proved the main difference between the sides.  In Wales, Cheshire recovered from Paul Walley’s 
21- 9 card to post a late 21-8 card themselves courtesy of Michael McDonnell to reduce the Welsh victory to 3 shots. 

YORKSHIRE will be out to regain their dominance of the Drakes Pride Junior County Championship when they face 
Wales on Sunday 13th September in the final.  Yorkshire have won ten of the last fourteen finals. 
 

They were made to work hard for their 4 shot victory at Henhurst BC in Derbyshire but made no mistake in their home 
leg at Brockholes BC.  Here, they claimed all twelve winning jacks in a 128 shot romp. 
 

WALES came through their semi-final with last season’s runners-up, Shropshire, by just 4 shots in two tremendous 
matches.  Both legs could not have been any closer, Shropshire winning by 1 at Wrockwardine Wood while the Welsh 
won by 5 shots at their home venue at Benllech BC.  
 

 
SHORT MARKS  

¶ Yorkshire defeated Wales to retain the ENDSLEIGH Senior Supplementary County Championship at Pilkington 
Social & Recreation Club. 
 

¶ North Midlands defeated Warwick & Worcester in the DRAKES PRIDE Junior Supplementary County 
Championship at Fox Lane Bowling Club. 

 

¶ Cheshire are this season’s winners in the Veterans County Championship 
 

¶ Liz Rowley & Gill Welsh (Staffordshire) won the BCG Ladies Dorothy Piearce Pairs at Owley Wood. 
 

…… full details in the next edition. 
 

 

2015 DRAKES PRIDE                        

JUNIOR COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP  
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CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS UPDATE  

Andy Hayes (St Helens) came through a tough final eight to win the 2015 Fleetwood Bowls Festival and claim his place 
in this year’s Champion of Champions.  Hayes, one of Merseyside’s top bowlers, defeated the 2014 Festival winner, 
Callum Wraight, 21-20 in the final.  Chris Mordue won the British Parks Merit with a 21- 15 victory over Josh Towey, 
former BCGBA Junior Individual Merit winner, to make him a double-qualifier having won the Spring Waterloo earlier 
in the season. 

Another double-qualifier is Tom Vickers following his win in the BCGBA Senior Merit, to add to his Cheshire Merit title. 
This has opened the door for the winners of the Brighouse Classic and Pudsey Classic to move up from the Reserve List 
and into the main qualifying events.  Gary Ellis is the next player on the Reserve List after his win in the Navigation & 
Railway Open (as well as the 2014 George Masters) but as he has already qualified in his own right by virtue of his 
success in the Hillcrest Classic the Rastrick Classic winner is now next in line for Blackpool. 
John Bailey and Gary Ainley are waiting in the wings following their recent successes. Bailey won the Richmond Classic 
in an all-Wales final, defeating Nick Hughes 21- 10 while Ainley won the West Melton Victory Cup with a 21-8 defeat 
of Steven Gilroy.  
 

 
 

BRITISH CROWN GREEN LADIES BOWLING ASSOCIATION  
 
 

 

SENIOR COUNTY CHAMPION SHIP  

 

SEMI-FINALS – SUNDAY 16th AUGUST – 2pm 
Cumbria v Yorkshire @ Levens BC (LA8 8NF) / Meltham BC (HD9 5RS) 

Lancashire v Warwick & Worcester @ Tarleton Bowling & Social Club (PR4 6UY) / Ye Olde Knowle BC (B93 8Q) 
 
 

MAVIS DEARDEN SUPPLEMENTARY COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP  

 

SUNDAY 16th AUGUST – 10am 
@ Pennfields Bowling Club, 60 Coalway Road, Wolverhampton WV3 7LZ  

 

Group 1:  Mid Cheshire, North Derbyshire, North Warwickshire, Shropshire 
Group 2: North Lancs & Fylde, North Midlands, South Yorkshire, Wales 

 

 
 

 

Saturday 15th August ς BCGBA BRIGGS EQUIPMENT Junior Individual Merit (Rhos Park) 

 

Friday 28th August ς [ƛǾŜ ŘǊŀǿ ŦƻǊ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴ ƻŦ /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ aŜƴΩǎ ²ŀǘŜǊƭƻƻ όDƭƻōŜƎƛƎ {ǘǳŘƛƻύ 

 

 

http://bowlingresults.co.uk/ladies/results/teamsheet.php?&yearid=2015&web=ladies&mc=406
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2015 CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS   
Saturday 26th September , 10am  

Waterloo Hotel, Blackpool  

 
Steve Porter   Cumbria Merit  
Dan Petcher   Tony Pagett Open 
Andy Hughes   Coors Meole Brace Open 
Russell Pegram   CCF Open 
Dave Bradford    Isle of Man Merit   
Billy Speed   Lancashire Merit  
Matt Gilmore   Merseyside Merit   
Chris Mordue   Spring Waterloo / British Parks Merit  
Graeme Wilson   Yorkshire Merit   
Michael Leach   North Lancs & Fylde Merit / BCGBA Grocontinental Veterans Championship 
Steve Copeland   Greater Manchester Merit 
Lee Dale   Potteries & District Merit 
Craig Barker   Staffordshire Merit 
John Kennish   Isle of Man June Festival 
Tom Vickers   Cheshire Merit / BCGBA Flowfit Senior Individual Merit 
Steve Barber   Derbyshire Merit 
Andy Gibbs   North Midlands Merit   
Rob Roden   Shropshire Merit   
David Poole   South Yorkshire Merit 
Josh Hale   Warwick & Worcester Merit 
Leighton Roberts  Wales Merit   
Chris Kelly   Cleckheaton Sports Classic  
Gary Ellis   Hillcrest Classic  (Navigation & Railway Open / George Masters 2014) 
Andy Hayes   Fleetwood Bowls Festival 
Saturday 15th August  BCGBA Briggs Equipment UK Junior Individual Merit 
Saturday 22nd August  Pudsey Classic 
Saturday 5th September  Spen Masters  
Friday 11th September  Isle of Man September Festival 
Wednesday 16th September Autumn Waterloo  
Thursday 17th September Talbot Trophy 
Saturday 19th September Brighouse Classic 
Sunday 20th September  Midland Masters 
 

** Reserve Competition wins in brackets

RESERVE COMPETITIONS (in order)   

Rastrick Classic (20/09/15), Wharton Cons Open (30/08/15), Carlsberg Richmond Classic – John Bailey, Elland Open 
Classic – James Davison, Lea Hall Open (2014) – Glynn Picknell, West Melton Victory Cup – Gary Ainley, 
Wrockwardine Wood Open (2014) – Matt Fellows 
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HAS BACK PAIN EVER STOPPED YOU FROM PLAYING BOWLS?  

 

If your answer to the above is YES – read on! Our official supplier of BCGBA kit and trophies FORTIS SPORT have 
introduced to us Doctor Shane Murnaghan of Pearl Gravity who is having unparalleled success in the self-help 
treatment for back pain – whether moderate or serious. Doctor Murnaghan has developed a revolutionary product that 
allows the user to treat themselves ongoing – with 
remarkable results. It is not invasive and saves the cost 
of expensive physiotherapy and Chiropractic 
treatments – many of which do nothing more than 
offer temporary relief.  
 
Recently BCGBA Chief executive John Crowther and 
his wife Pat tried Gravity – and with John’s known 
history of back pain it was a good test! After 20 
minutes both John and Pat were totally astounded by 
the effects they had experienced. A self- confessed 
sceptic of the GRAVITY at the beginning – Pat had to 
agree that the response she had experienced was truly 
incredible!  
 
John said: ‘Being highly sceptical Pat and I decided to 
give the Gravity an opportunity to help with our back 
pain. We were very surprised that after just 20 
minutes lying on the product most of our pain seemed to disappear and it felt much easier to move. Without a doubt we 
would use this on a regular basis when available’ John Crowther CEO BCGBA. 
 
Dr Murnaghan will be staging FREE GRAVITY demonstrations at the forthcoming CHAMPION of CHAMPIONS 
tournament at THE WATERLOO – BLACKPOOL on SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 26th. If you are planning to attend the event 
and would like to try GRAVITY AT NO CHARGE whatsoever then come along to the stand within the stadium and make 
yourself known to Dr Murnaghan. 
 

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY OFFER TO BCGBA MEMBERS – SAVE £30 / FOR 2 WEEKS ONLY £99.99 
 
To get your GRAVITY pack ordered go to  www.buygravity.com  to learn more about this amazing aid to well being and 
to get your BCGBA Special  Introductory Offer PLUS FREE DELIVERY WITHIN 3 DAYS  (UK only) just add the code  
FOR25  to the online order form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.buygravity.com/


BCGBA News / 10 / 13 August 2015   

FORTIS SP ORTS SOLUTIONS  

BCGBA  approved shirt suppliers  


