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BCGBA Senior and Junior Individual Merit Rules

The number of competitors from each County shall be decided annually by the Competitions Committee.
Competitors in the Senior Individual Merit Competition shall be male only. Competitors in the Junior
Individual Merit Competition shall be male or female. The contestants shall be determined by their
success in their respective County Merit Competitions, strictly in order of merit and the Junior Merit shall
be confined to competitors who shall not have reached the age of 18 years on the 1st January of the year
of the Competition. Qualifying rounds for the Senior Individual Merit must be played by a date agreed by
the Competitions Committee. When a County Association submits the names of their competitors to
the Competitions Committee, they must also submit the names, in order of merit of two substitute
competitors and these substitutes can be utilised to replace any of the originally named competitors who
are unable to take part. No other substitutes to be used. Non-appearance on finals day or misuse of

substitutes may lead to disciplinary action.

. At no stage of this competition will any player be allowed to play on a green of which he is a playing
member. County Associations must play their Merit Competitions on a green or greens other than the

one on which the British Crown Green Association’s Merit Competition is to be played.

Each county will pay a fee, agreed by the Competitions Committee, in respect of their qualifying

representatives.

No players will be allowed practice on the selected green after they have qualified in their own County
Merit.

All competitors must have played in the current season’s County Merit Competition, substitutes to be

taken in rotation.

Players can only compete for one County in the Individual Merit Competition. Any player in
membership with Clubs in more than one County, shall be allowed to enter in one County only. A
player having been selected to play for one County Association in the County Championship cannot play
in another County’s Merit Competition that season or vice versa. Any violation of this rule will entail

disqualification.

All games in the competition shall be under the supervision of competent officials nominated by the

Competitions Committee.

County Associations shall play their merit qualifying and final rounds only on a green(s) situated within

the confines of their County boundaries as recommended by the BCGBA.
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All counties must hold a qualifying competition to determine their representatives at BCGBA finals.
Qualifying must take place in the year of the competition and before the date requested for counties to

submit their representatives.

Any county that fails to submit the required information by the due date will be excluded from

representation. An appropriate fine will be imposed on any defaulting county.

Each County Association shall be given the opportunity to host the Senior and Junior Merits. The
Presidential Rota will apply with the Senior Merit being held in the County of the President and the Junior
Merit being held in the County of the Deputy President. Any County not willing to accept either event
can decline without question. In such cases the Competitions Committee to decide which County will
stage the event with the proviso that the Counties in the preceding four and succeeding four of the rota
will only be considered if all the others decline. In all cases the venue nominated by the respective

County must be approved by the Competitions Committee.

The appointment of Referees and Green Managers will be made in conjunction with the British Crown
Green Referees Society (BCGRS). Referees appointed for the BCGBA Individual Merit final days shall be

allowed match expenses, and BCGBA shall be responsible for payment.

All games shall be 21up, off scratch.

The Dress Code for the Competition will be the BCGBA Dress Code plus the following (if appropriate) —
Players must wear the appropriate shirt (red or blue) provided by BCGBA for the competition. If the
player deems it necessary to wear protective clothing over the shirt, they must wear the provided

coloured ‘tabard/bib’ on top of that protective clothing.
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